trabajan en el transporte maritimo fuera de
la esfera de las Conferencias Maritimas,
lo que ha dado lugar a una presencia cre-
ciente de transportistas independientes que
ofrecen equipamientos, capacidades de des-
carga y frecuencias en algunos casos su-
periores a las lineas regulares.

Una vez sentadas las caracteristicas de
este tipo de acuerdos, Freire y Gonzalez Laxe
se aproximan a la determinacion y fija-
cion de las tasas en el marco de las Con-
ferencias Maritimas, empleando las herra-
mientas del andlisis econdomico. Y a
continuacion reflexionan sobre las nue-
vas formulas de cooperacién en los servi-
cios maritimos,

Finalmente, el capitulo 6, trata de la di-
mension econdmica de los puertos. Los au-
tores profundizan en la conformacion del
nuevo escenario portuario internacional
que se ha dibujado desde finales del siglo
pasado. En el primer apartado se determi-
nan los efectos de la globalizacion mariti-
ma sobre el sistema portuario. Las trans-
formaciones han sido ciertamente notables.
Los autores citan como mas destacadas las
siguientes: a) la redistribucion de los tra-
ficos, en donde la emergencia de los puer-
tos asiaticos muestra el traslado hacia el Pa-
cifico del eje de los intercambios; b) 1a nueva
concepcion de las plataformas mundiales
del transporte, con una creciente jerarqui-
zacion portuaria, resultado de los cambios
técnicos de los modos de transporte; ¢) el
intenso crecimiento del trifico de conte-
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nedores, acompanado de la modificacion en
¢l tipo de mercancias dominantes en el con-
junto del transporte internacional; d) la
reorganizacion de las companias maritimas
internacionales, como respuesta a los nue-
vos cambios geo-estratégicos,

En los apartados siguientes, podemos en-
contrar informacion sobre la integracion de
los puertos en la cadena de transportes, a
lo largo de una secuencia cronologica que
parte de los anos sesenta y llega hasta la ac-
tualidad. Aqui se analizan los elementos que
configuran la accesibilidad de los puertos,
asi como las nuevas formas de organizacion
vinculadas a las terminales portuarias, con-
cluyendo con una clasificacion actualiza-
da de las tipologias portuarias,

En resumen, este trabajo resulta de uti-
lidad a todos aquellos interesados en la Eco-
nomia Maritima. Uno de sus activos es 1a fa-
cilidad y sistematizacion en la exposicion,
lo que le acerca a un manual de referen-
cia; pero es igualmente valido para espe-
cialistas, gracias a la aportacién que reali-
za para el conocimiento de la realidad y
del funcionamiento maritimo. La definicion
de los conceptos, junto con la aplicacién
al analisis de hechos concretos ocurridos en
las dos Qiltimas décadas le habilita para am-
bas funciones. Su principal carencia, la fal-
ta de enumeracion de unas conclusiones
globales.

Jestis Miras Araujo
Universidade da Corufia
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re for over a hundred years in the United States.
First on foot, later on bicycle, he (and less often,
she)was associated with the delivery of information too
urgent, or too confidential, to be entrusted to other
forms of communication, The messenger boy can be
— seen as a forerunner of today’s bike courier, weaving
maniacally through traffic and pedestrians, found in
many major cities the world over.
Greg Downey'’s book describing their lives is superbly
placed at the disciplinary intersection of history and ge-
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ography, constructing a narrative around
the dialectical interaction between the tem-
poral and the spatial. There, technology is
not fetishized but presented as part of a
socially constructed system in which, Dow-
ney argues, individual technologies are con-
ceived “not in isolation from each other, but
together in the service of larger goals” (p. 6).
Theoretically grounded in the fertile Mar-
xist geographical tradition of David Harvey
(heavily influenced by Henri Lefebvre), in
which time and space are viewed as human
constructions, Telegraph Messenger Boys pro-
vides an original and valuable approach
of particular relevance to labour scholars in
the field of transport and communications.
Downey's starting point is a nineteenth-
_century world in which space was annihi-
lated by time but also time was annihilated
. by space, The development of (almost ins-
tantaneous) communication re-oriented
temporal relations, helping create, as Wi-
lliam Cronin points out in Nature’s Metro-
polis, the futures markets of Chicago. But
spatial relations were also affected, with the
built environments of cities becoming re-
ardered as thousands of workers operated
together in close proximity. Of course, the
speed with which such re-ordering took pla-
ce varied greatly: New York was not the same
as rural Appalachia. Indeed, a key backdrop
to the book is the nature of uneven geo-
graphy in the capitalist landscape.
Messenger boys step fascinatingly into this
world as go-betweens, with transient iden-
tities that enable them to navigate both the
physical and metaphorical boundaries of the
information economy. According to Downey
they move between the “seen and the un-
seen, the indoor and the outdoor, the virtual
and the physical, the child and the adult, the
entrepreneur and the employee, the public
and the private, the local and the global”
(p. 14). These are common topics in human
geography, but Downey crafts them into a
diligent historical analysis that carefully and
painstakingly reconstructs the minutiae of
the messenger-boy world. Using a wide va-
riety of sources (company records and news-

letters, local newspapers, novels, advertise-
ments and trade magazines), Downey begins
in the 1840s with the construction of the first
telegraph line between Washington DC and
Baltimore, and ends with the bankruptcy
of Western Union in the 1990s. Throughout,
the messenger boy remains pivotal — inde-
ed, Downey suggests that Western Union's
demise may have been due in no small part
to the final phasing out of messengers in the
1970s. After all, without a messenger, he asks,
what exactly was a telegram?

The first messengers appeared at the
‘point of delivery’ for Western Union's (WL)
inter-city network. Though a ‘conceptual va-
lue’ was placed on the messenger boy's ser-
vice, it was not yet fully realized. Messen-
aer boys occupied a quasi-apprentice role,
with some as young as nine left in charge
of rural telegraph offices in the 1860s. With
the arrival of the American District Tele-
graph Company (ADT) in the 1870s, the net-
work became as vital for intra-city relations
as inter-, New call-box technology enabled
messengers to be summoned as well as used
for delivery. WU's initial contract with, and
eventual takeover of, ADT provided gre-
atly enhanced service coverage and speed.

Downey argues that with a more intricate
network operating at different geographi-
cal scales, telegraph companies increased
the extraction of value from their messen-
ger boys in numerous ways. First, by the
1880s, it was clear that local boys were able
to carry and collect far more than just te-
legrams. Money, legal documents, machine
parts and movie films were among some of
the items transported. Second, with such
a large pool of workers and inevitable pe-
riods of downtime, companies unwittingly
helped create the first form of temporary
office labour. With labour comprising the
major cost to telegraph companies, the pro-
vision of a reserve army inevitably depres-
sed messenger wages. Notions of appren-
ticeship were replaced by more mercenary
temporary employment.

The turn of the century brought two ma-
jor challenges to the industry. First came Pro-
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gressive concern at the employment and mo-
ral corruption of young boys. The companies
instituting training schools had already ad-
dressed this in the 1870s. However, reformers
expressed concern at the iniquitous urban
spaces messenger boys inhabited. Yet, para-
doxically, the value of the messengers lay
in their ability to penetrate these spaces. The
messenger uniform acted as a form of pro-
tection, both for the boys and for customers
- especially women —who might not want to
open the door to any old body late at night.
At their most extreme, messenger boys acted
as appendages for otherwise place-bound wo-
men, providing an intriguing surrogate-son
contact with the outside world.

The second challenge came from other
communications technology, especially the
telephone. Downey rejects the inevitability
of the latter’s success, but, by the 1920s,
it became clear that telegrams needed to be
reinvented. And so they were: messenger
boys entered the niche market of singing
telegrams, special delivery, weddings, birth-
days and, especially during the World Wars,
the grim reaper of death. The telegram be-
came an exceptional form of communica-
tion and the arrival of the messenger sig-
naled that the news you were about to
receive was momentous.

Charged with this responsibility, perhaps,
messenger boys, according to Downey, be-
came men. They also threw their weight be-
hind the growing militancy of the inter-war
labour movement. Yet, ironically, the tran-
sition from adolescence to adulthood soun-
ded the death-knell for the profession: mi-
nimum wage recognition led to companies
contracting telegram delivery to the Post
Office and substituting mechanization for
the maintenance of their own pool of mes-
SENgers.

Much else is discussed in this work: the
role of gender, in particular, plays an in-
tricate part to the story, as does industry
economics. The book's greatest strength
is its implicit and explicit weaving of the ge-
neral and the particular. The trajectory of
the messenger boy is a peculiarly modern
one, in which, as Marx claimed (and Mars-
hall Berman reminded us), all that is so-
lid melts into air. Indispensable yet dispo-
sable, caught in a maelstrom of time and
space, the messenger-boy story can be re-
lated to all workers, with or without bicy-
cles.

Drew Whitelegg
Emory University
Atlanta GA USA
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cial; se centra en el turismo de la Europa de los siglos
XIX y XX. El turismo es un fendmeno interdisciplinar,
basado en la conexion de diversos elementos: la apa-
ricién de una nueva mentalidad, las reformas politi-
cas de los distintos gobiernos europeos y las transfor-
maciones socioecondmicas de los Estados. En definitiva,
es el punto de arranque que marcha paralelo junte
con las revoluciones tecnologicas e industrial del mo-
mento,

La brillante introduccién de Carlos Larrinaga, que,
a su vez, colabora con un articulo titulado “El Turismo en
la Esparia del siglo XIX", da muestra de la singularidad del
tema asi como de la reciente historiografia que sobre



